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PFPT V TO RESTRICTION T? EOT TTREMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir - 

Responsive to the Restriction Requirement dated September 19, 2001, the claims of 
Group I (Claims 1-13 and 39-43) drawn to polypeptides, are elected for initial prosecution 
subject to the traversal set forth below. Applicants reserve the right to file a contmumg 
application or take such other appropriate action as deemed necessary to protect the non-elected 
inventions. Applicants do not hereby abandon or waive any rights in the non-elected inventions. 

Responsive to the requirement for an election of species for searching purposes, 
Applicants hereby elect SEQ ID NO: 30 as the species. Applicants agree that Claims 1 - 42 and 
43 - 47 are generic. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the Restriction Requirement. Applicants agree that the 
product of Group I can be used in the method of immunizing of Group H or the method of 
detecting of Group ffl. However, the independent claims of Groups n and ffl require the same 
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elements as found in Claim 1. The basis of the invention of Groups H and m is the composition 
described in Claims 1, 14 and 27 and it is the composition that provides inventiveness to the 
method of immunizing and the method of detecting claimed in Groups H and HI, respectively. 
Applicants further believe a search of Groups H and m primarily requires a search of the 
composition claimed in Claim 1 . Therefore, there would be no serious burden on the Examiner 
to include the claims of Groups II and m within the search of Group I. 

For these reasons, Applicants respectfully request the rejoining of Groups H and m with 
Group I, or at least the rejoining of Group m with Group I. 
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A NNOT INCEMENT 



Please note that Hamilton, Brook, Smith & Reynolds, P.C., 

has relocated. 

Effective immediately, our new postal address and contact 
numbers are as follows: 



Hamilton, Brook, Smith & Reynolds, P.C. 
530 Virginia Road 
P.O. Box 9133 
Concord, Massachusetts 01742-9133 
USA 



Telephone: (978) 341-0036 
Facsimile: (978) 341-0136 



